Development of the Oral Tradition — Sinai to the Present...

Generation of the Desert Generation of the Judges King before the 15t Temple
1312-1272 BCE 1272-1244 BCE 1125 BCE 1100 BCE 1050-1020 BCE 1010-970 BCE
Moshe Rabbeynu Joshua Devorah Gideon Samuel David

The Generations of the 15t Temple

836-800BCE  800-717BCE  717-650BCE 695 BCE 680 BCE 630-560 BCE 619-560 BCE 617-532 BCE 592-560BCE 510 BCE 510BCE 510BCE  460BCE
Achiya Eliyahu Elisha Yehoyada Zecharya Hosea Amos Isaiah Michah Yoel Nachum Chabakuk Zephaniah
Destruction of the 1t Temple After the 15t Temple The Redemption from Babylonia
462-422 BCE 422-347 BCE 353-312BCE
Jeremiah Baruch ben Neria Ezra and the Men of the Great Assembly
The Generations of the 2" Temple
310-260BCE 260-210BCE 210-? BCE 138-83? BCE 83-58? BCE 58-35BCE 32-0BCE 8-? BCE ? BCE
Shimon HaTzaddik Antignos Yosi ben Yoezer Yehoshua ben Perachya  Yehudah ben Tabbai Shemayah Shammai R. Shimon | Rabban Gamliel |
Yosi ben Yochanan Nitai of Arbela Shimon ben Shatach Avtalyon Hillel
The Destruction of the 2" Temple Compilation of the Mishna Generations of the Gemara
?-68 CE 75-102 142-161 165-192 235-288 259-297 299-320 338-352
Rabban Shimon Il  Rabban Gamliel Il R’ Shimon Il R’ Yehudah HaNasi R’ Yochanan, Rav, R’ Huna Rabbah Rava
Shmuel

Sealing of the Talmud

371-427
Rav Ashi
The Gaonic Period (S=Sura; P=Pumbeditha/Fallujah)
589-608 8th century 8th century 8th century 810-874 882-942 968-998 998-1038 1038-1040
Hanan of Iskiya (P)  Yehudai Gaon (S) Achai Gaon (P) Natronai Gaon (P) Amram Gaon (S) Saadia Gaon (S) Sherira Gaon (P) Hai Gaon (P) Hezekiah Gaon (P)

The Rishonim (Early Masters) — 1040-1400 CE

1040-1105 CE 1092-1167 CE 1100-1171CE 1100-1328 CE 1135-1204 CE 1180-1263 CE 1195-1270CE 1269-1340 CE 1360-1427 CE
Rashi Avraham lbn Ezra Rabbeynu Tam Tosafists Rambam Rabbeynu Yonah Ramban R. Jacob Asher R. Yakov Halevi (Maharil)

The Achronim (Later Masters) — 1500-1900s CE

1455-1520CE  1488-1575CE 1520-1572 CE 1555-1631 CE 1558-1628 CE 1697-1776 CE 1720-1797 CE 1761-1838CE  1838-1933CE 1895-1986 CE
R.Ovadiah of R.YosefCaro R.Moshe Isserles R.Shmuel Edeles  R.Isaiah Horowitz R.YakovEmden R, Elijah of Vilna R. Akiva Eiger  Chofetz Chayim R. Moshe Feinstein
Bertinoro Ramah Maharsha Shloh HaKadosh



The Tractates of the Talmud

Zeraim - Seeds

Berachot:Blessings &
Prayers (Liturgical rules)
Peah:Corners of fields
and gleanings left for
the poor.
Demai:Produce bought
from a person whose
tithings are suspect.
Kilayim:Forbidden
mixtures of plants,
animals, and clothing.
Sheviit:The Sabbatical
Year.
Terumot:Produce set
aside as gifts for

the Kohanim.
Ma'aserot:Tithes given
to the Levites.
Ma'aser Sheni:Tithes
eaten in Yerushalayim.
Challah:The portion of
dough given to

the Kohanim.
Orlah:Forbidden fruits
of trees during the first
four years after
planting.
Bikkurim:First fruits
brought to the Beit
Hamikdash.

Moed - Times

Shabbath:Sabbath
observance: The 39
forbidden labors of the
Sabbath.
Eruvin:Rabbinical
decrees regarding the
Sabbath (Extension of
Sabbath boundaries).
Pesachim:Observance
of the Pesach /
Passover festival & the
Paschal lamb.
Shekalim:The annual
half-shekel head tax
paid to the Beit
Hamikdash.
Yoma:Observance of
Yom Kippur.
Succah:0bservance of
Sukkot.

Beitzah:The Rabbinical
decrees regarding the
Festivals.

Rosh Hashana:
Observance of Rosh
Hashana.

Taanit:Public Fast Days.

Megillah:Reading
Megillat Esther

on Purim.

Moed Katan:The
Intermediate days
of Pesach / Passover
& Sukkot.
Chagigah:Sacrificial
offerings during the
three Pilgrimage
Festivals.

Nashim — Women

Yevamot: Levirate
Marriage, Chalitzah,
Agunot

Ketubot: Marriage
contracts, and financial
obligations, The mutual
rights and duties of
husband & wife.
Nedarim: The making &
annulment of vows and
oaths.

Nazir: The Nazirite
VOWS.

Sotah:T he suspected
adultress.

Gittin: Laws of divorce
and the annulment of
marriage.

Kiddushin: Laws of
marriage (betrothals).

Nezikin - Damages

Bava Kamma: Damage
to person & property,
loans and interest,
stolen goods.

Bava Metzia: Lost &
found property,
embezzlement, fraud,
usury, sales, rentals,
rights of hired laborers.
Bava Batra: Real
estate, possessions,
inheritance,
partnership, evidence,
testimony.

Sanhedrin: The
Judiciary, judicial
procedure, capital
punishment.

Makkot: False
witnesses, exile (cities
of refuge), corporal
punishment.

Shevuot: Oaths, private
or court administered.
Eduyyot: Testimonies.
Avodah Zarah: Idolatry
and superstitions.
Avot: Ethics of the
Fathers.
Horayot:Erroneous
judicial rulings.

Kodshim - Offerings

Zevachim: Animal &
bird sacrifices in

the Beit Hamikdash.
Menachot: Flour
offerings, wine
libations.

Chullin: Laws of non-
sacred animal slaughter
& dietary laws.
Bechorot: Firstborns -
human and animal.
Arachin: V aluation &
consecration of
personal worth to

the Beit Hamikdash.
Temurah: Exchange of
sanctified things.
Keritot: Spiritual
excision and sin-
offerings.

Me'ila: Trespass
(sacreligious treatment)
of Beit Hamikdash
property.

Tamid: Daily morning &
evening sacrifice.
Middot: Beit
Hamikdash architecture
Kinnim: Birds (nests)
offerings.

Tohorot - Purities

Kelim: Ritual
uncleanness of utensils
and garments.
Oholot:The defilement
caused by a corpse to
houses.

Negaim: The complex
laws of Tzaraat.

Parah: Regulations
concerning the red
heifer.

Tohorot: Lesser degrees
of uncleanliness lasting
until sunset.

Mikvaot: Ritual baths
and immersion.
Niddah: The laws of
family purity.
Machshirin: Liquids and
foods that are
susceptible to ritual
uncleanness.

Zavim: Secretions
which render a person
unclean.

Tevul Yom: Cleanness
acquired at sunset after
daytime immersion.
Yadayim: The
defilement of the hands
and their purification.
Uktzin: Fruits and
plants susceptible to
uncleanness.
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Baraita

(Aramaic. "external teaching"; pl. baraitot).

Any Tannaitic (early Sages; 20-200 CE) statement not found in the Mishnah as well as certain Amoraic (later Sages;
200-500 CE) statements in which the Mishnah is explained. Collections of such explanatory baraitot, arranged by
R. Chiyya and R. Oshaya and by Bar Kappara, appear in the Tosefta and the Midrash Halakhah, while many laws
found in them are cited in the Talmud.

The legal authority of a baraita is less than that of a Mishnaic statement; hence, when there is a contradiction
between the two, the Mishnah nearly always proves decisive, although there are some exceptions to this rule.

Tannaitic baraitot may be divided into various categories.
—  There are those which supplement the Mishnah
— abaraita may also quote a Halakhah not found in the Mishnah
— orit may contain a version of a halakhah differing from that cited in the Mishnah.

These baraitot have a distinguishing introductory formula, such as tanya ("we have learned this") or tanu
rabbanan("the sages taught").

The numerous baraitot of Amoraic origin are usually either brief explanations of or additions to the Mishnah; unlike
the Tannaitic baraitot, they do not contain differing opinions. Such baraitot were not given much weight by the
Talmudic sages.

While most of the baraitot are Halakhic in nature, a significant number (both Tannaitic and Amoraic) have an
Aggadic character.

Certain collections of baraitot, dating from the Tannaitic period, form special units of their own. Prominent among
them are:

—  the Baraita de-Rabbi Meir, "on acquiring the Torah," which constitutes an extra chapter (no. 6) attached to tractate Avot of the
Mishnah;

—  the Baraita de-Rabbi Yishma'el ("of 13 Rules"), which now forms part of the daily Morning Service; and

—  the Baraita de-Rabbi Eliezer ("of 32 Rules"), which is often printed after Tractate Berakhoto f the Babylonian Talmud.
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